
Special  Edition III 
2018

SIDS Times Magazine
The Cowrie

 Caribbean Regional Preparatory Meeting
Belize 7-9 August 2018



Editor's Note
The last of the three Small Island Developing States (SIDS) Regional Preparatory Meeting for the High-Level Midterm 

Review of the SAMOA Pathway was held on the beautiful Atoll Island of San Pedro, Belize, for the Caribbean SIDS, from 7 
to 9 August 2018. The Meeting saw the coming together of governments and stakeholder’ representatives from the Caribbean 
region to discuss, assess and analyze their individual country’s effort and combined regional effort in the implementation of the 
SAMOA Pathway.

The Meeting successfully adopted the San Pedro Declaration, as its formal Outcome which includes the region’s specific priorities 
and recommended actions for follow-up over the next 5 years. The Meeting saw robust discussions around priority areas of the 
Samoa Pathway. Observable, was the renewed excitement from participants as they gained a deeper understanding of the way in 
which implementation of the Samoa Pathway could contribute synergistically to their country’s wider development landscape.

The Cowrie is pleased to dedicate this 2018 Special Edition No:3 re-counting on the proceedings and outcome of the Caribbean 
Regional Preparatory Meeting. The content of this edition has been drawn primarily from the Technical Report prepared by the 
Secretariat.  The Cowrie expresses its appreciation to all the Governments and Stakeholders in the Caribbean Region for their 
support and contribution to the process. A lot of good work has been done to implement the SAMOA Pathway in C-SIDS, yet, 
like in the other two SIDS regions, a few more remains to be seen through. A special word of appreciation is accorded to the 
Economic and Social Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) for leading the coordination and formulation 
of the Caribbean Regional Report. The Cowrie also acknowledges the contribution, cooperation and support of the Regional 
Organizations in the Caribbean.

Finally, a special word of thanks is accorded to the Government and Peoples of Belize for successfully hosting the preparatory 
Meeting. The support from the Belize Mission and the efficient organization of the Meeting, contributed in large measure to the 
overall success of the C-SIDS regional Prep Meeting.

Thank you

                                                                                                          Mr. Sainivalati S. Navoti (Sai)
                                                                                                           Chief of SIDS Unit, UNDESA
                                                                                                                        Editor-in-chief

Mahagony Bay Resort  -  San Pedro venue of the Caribbean SIDS Preparatory Meeting
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SAMOA Pathway Midterm Review

 R epresentatives  of  the Caribbean Small  Is land Developing States  (SIDS) ,  including Associate 

Members of  the Economic Commission of  Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC),  met  in 

San Pedro,  Bel ize ,  from 7 to  9  August  2018 in  preparation for  the Mid-Term Review (MTR) of  the SAMOA 

Pathway to  be held in  New York in  September 2019,  as  mandated by the UNGA Resolutions 70/292,  71/225 

and 72/217.  The Caribbean regional  preparatory meeting ( ‘ the Meeting’) ,  for  the SAMOA Pathway Mid-

Term Review was attended by the partic ipants  from Antigua and Barbuda,  Bahamas,  Barbados,  Bel ize ,  Cuba, 

Dominican Republic ,  Grenada,  Guyana,  Jamaica ,  Saint  Lucia ,  St .  Kitts  & Nevis ,  St .  Vincent  & The Grenadines , 

Trinidad & Tobago and Associate  members of  ECLAC attended and observers ,  including:  Aruba,  Brit ish Virgin 

Is lands,  Curacao,  Sint  Maarten.

Caribbean SIDS Regional  Preparatory Meeting 

San Pedro,  Belize, 

7-9 August  2018

Bi- lateral  Meeting:  Rt .  Hon.  Dean O. Barrow, Pr ime Minister of Bel ize,  with USG 'Utoikamanu OHRLLS

S p e c i a l  E d i t i o n
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Opening Session

Contextualizing the S.A.M.O.A 
in the Caribbean
 The Meeting af f irmed that  the SIDS agenda 
for  sustainable  development comprises  the Barbados 
Programme of  Action (BPoA),  the Maurit ius  Strategy 
for  Implementation (MSI)  and the S .A.M.O.A Pathway, 
a l l  of  which reaff irm that  SIDS remain a  special  case 
for  sustainable  development ,  in  view of  their  unique 
vulnerabi l i t ies  and that  they remain constrained 
in  meeting their  goals  in  al l  three dimensions of 
sustainable  development .  The SIDS agenda for 
sustainable  development is  consistent  with the 2030 
Agenda,  the Sendai  Framework for  Disaster  Risk 
Reduction,  the Addis  Ababa Action Agenda,  and the 
Paris  Agreement and the New Urban Agenda.  The 
Meeting however stressed that  the SIDS sustainable 
development agenda is  a  stand-alone regime in 
keeping with their  recognit ion as  a  special  case for 
environment and development that  remains under 
the ful l  ownership of  SIDS.

 The Meeting reaff irmed that  the outcome 
of  the Third International  Conference on small 
is land developing states ,  the SAMOA Pathway, 
reinforces  the international  recognit ion of  SIDS 
as  a  special  case for  development and serves as  an 
international  framework to  advance the sustainable 

development priorit ies  of  small  is land developing 
states .  The Meeting urged i ts  speedy and effect ive 
implementation,  and cal led for  the al location 
of  resources at  the national ,  regional ,  inter-
regional  and international  levels  for  strengthening 
exist ing modalit ies ,  and for  the development and 
implementation of  addit ional  appropriate  modalit ies 
for  i ts  ef fect ive monitoring,  fol low-up and review.

 The Meeting noted that  reporting should 
be tai lored to  address  and accelerate  support  for 
the attainment of  SIDS sustainable  development 
object ives .  In  this  regard,  the Meeting underscored 
that  the upcoming Midterm Review (MTR) represents 
an important  opportunity  for  SIDS to  assess  gaps, 
chal lenges and emerging issues in  the implementation 
of  the SAMOA Pathway,  including at  the national , 
regional ,  inter  regional  and international  levels .  The 
Meeting also noted that  the MTR process  is  a lso an 
opportunity  to  strengthen inst itutional  and targeted 
international  support  for  SIDS through the al location 
of  adequate resources for  the United Nations system 
to execute mandates  emanating from the SIDS.  The 
Meeting emphasized that  the MTR should cal l  for  the 
international  community  to  take urgent  and concrete 
act ion to  support  SIDS in  a  coherent  manner.

 The Meeting stressed that  while  Caribbean 
SIDS have made some progress  in  meeting their 
sustainable  development priorit ies ,  these countries 
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Delegates and guests at  the opening session.

continue to  face major  chal lenges and highl ighted 
in  particular,  the lack of  economies of  scale  in 
production,  high vulnerabi l i ty  to  environmental 
stresses ,  acute exposure to  external  shocks, 
excessive rel iance on external  f inancial  inf lows and 
on few export  and import  markets ,  l imited transport 
and communications,  reduced scope for  economic 
diversi f icat ion and l imited human resources , 
compounded by high levels  of  migration of  ski l led 
individuals ,  high unemployment youth and women. 
This  has  resulted in  stal led progress  in  some areas 
and reversal  of  development gains  in  others .

 The Meeting noted with grave concern 
that  the Caribbean region is  experiencing sharply 
increasing debt  to  GDP ratios;  persistent  low 
economic growth;  a  widening infrastructure gap; 
high energy costs  which negatively  impact  the 
ease of  doing business  in  the region;  and decl ining 
credit  rat ings that  negatively  af fect  prospects  for 
investment ,  in  an increasingly  hosti le  and volat i le 
international  economic landscape.  This  is  coupled 
with a  decl ine in  the attention and resources af forded 
to  addressing SIDS issues in  the context  of  the United 
Nations system.  Moreover,  exist ing chal lenges as 
set  out  in  the SAMOA Pathway in  relat ion to  the 
impact  of  non-communicable  diseases ,  poverty and 
inequality,  youth unemployment ,  the gender wage 
gap,  r is ing levels  of  crime and violence,  including 
gender-based violence,  the escalat ing costs  of 

development act ivit ies ,  and the dangerous impacts 
of  c l imate change persist .  These chal lenges are being 
compounded by the increasing costs  of  recovery 
associated with more frequent  and intense natural 
disasters .

 Whereas the Meeting recognised the 
leadership that  has  been exerted in  addressing some 
of  these chal lenges ,  i t  a lso identi f ied a  c lear  need for 
enhanced cit izen and private  sector  engagement at 
the national  level ,  as  wel l  as  the need to  ef fect ively 
mainstream the S .A.M.O.A Pathway into national 
development plans .  The Meeting also took note 
of  the need to  revital ise  inst itutional  modalit ies 
for  regional  and inter-regional  cooperation,  and 
cal led for  more ef fect ive international  cooperation, 
genuine and durable  partnerships and assistance 
from the international  community.  In  this  regard,  the 
Meeting also cal led for  renewed engagement with the 
international  community  to  ensure that  SIDS needs 
are central  to  decision-  making processes that  af fect 
their  development aspirations.

 Caribbean SIDS are committed to  the ful l 
and effect ive implementation of  the BPoA,  the MSI 
and the SAMOA Pathway and in  this  regard urged 
development
 
partners  to  ful f i l l  their  commitments  by providing 
t imely and predictable  f inancial  and technical 
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Keynote Address by the Rt .  Hon.  Dean O. Barrow, Pr ime Minister of Bel ize.

support  to  ensure the successful  implementation 
of  the outcome documents  and decisions of  a l l 
United Nations conferences and processes related 
to  the sustainable  development priorit ies  of  small 
is land developing States .  The Meeting noted with 
concern the decl ining levels  of  Off ic ial  Development 
Assistance and Foreign Direct  Investment  being 
provided to  Caribbean SIDS.

Assessing Progress 
in Implementation – 
Achievements,  Gaps and 
Challenges
Welcome the Caribbean Outlook report  for  2018 
prepared by ECLAC for  this  meeting that  outl ined 
many of  the achievements ,  gaps and remaining 
chal lenges in  the achievement of  sustainable 
development for  Caribbean SIDS.

 At  the Meeting Member States  assessed 
progress  in  implementing the SAMOA Pathway,  took 
note of  achievements ,  best  practices ,  and extant 
gaps and chal lenges .  The Meeting welcomed the 
achievements  of  individual  Member States  and sub- 
regional  groupings in  al igning the SAMOA Pathway 

with exist ing sustainable  development priorit ies , 
long and medium term development planning,  and 
with accessing f inance for  resi l ience bui lding,  in 
spite  of  exist ing high debt  and f iscal  stress .  In  this 
regard,  the Meeting took note with appreciat ion of 
the ef forts  underway in  the Organisation of  Eastern 
Caribbean States  (OECS) ,  in  part icular,  to  implement 
the St .  George’s  Declaration 1 and CARICOM to 
develop a  sub-regional  strategy that  bui lds  on the 
synergies  between exist ing development init iat ives . 
The Meeting also welcomed the establ ishment and 
operational isat ion of  the SIDS Partnership Framework 
and used the opportunity  of  the Caribbean Regional 
Partnership Dialogue to  assess  the requirements 
for  i ts  improvement in  the future.  In  this  regard, 
the Meeting recognised the need to  strengthen the 
Partnership Framework and proposed improved 
monitoring and evaluation,  considering thus the 
advantages of  developing norms such as  the SMART 
criteria  and bui lding monitoring and evaluation 
into projects  so as  to  better  understand the impacts 
including the spi l lover ef fects  of  partnerships .  The 
Meeting also proposed organising national  and 
regional  partnership dialogues and underscored the 
need to  promote exist ing partnerships consistent 
with national  sustainable  development priorit ies .

 The Meeting acknowledged that  achieving 
a  results-based,  sustained and cohesive approach 

1St  George’s  Declarat ion of Pr inciples for Environmental  Sustainabi l ty in the OECS
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An Address from the Secretary General  of CARICOM Ambassador Irwin LaRocque

for  the implementation of  the SAMOA Pathway 
requires  that  consideration be given to  elements 
of  governance,  pol icy,  budget ,  legis lat ion,  human 
resources ,  technology transfer,  inst itutional 
framework,  national ,  regional ,  inter-regional  and 
international  coordination,  generation,  access  and 
applicat ion of  data ,  and mult isector  stakeholder 
engagement .

 The Meeting stressed the need for  an 
integrated and synergist ic  approach to  the 
implementation of  the SAMOA Pathway,  the 2030 
Agenda,  including the SDGs and other sustainable 
development agreements ,  to  strengthen coherence in
overcoming the mult iple  chal lenges facing SIDS.  The 
meeting identi f ied the urgent  need to  strengthen 
knowledge management ,  education,  communication 
and outreach act ivit ies  to  support  the implementation 
monitoring and evaluation of  the SAMOA Pathway.

 The Meeting stressed the urgent  need for  an 
ongoing assessment of  exist ing national  and regional 
inst itutions and capacit ies  mechanisms,  roles ,  and 
mandates  with a  view to identi fying areas of  overlap, 
duplicat ion,  gaps and confl icts  to  contribute to  the 
best  use of  resources for  Caribbean SIDS.  In  this 
regard,  the Meeting cal led for  the revital isat ion of 
the Regional  Coordinating Mechanism to advance 
pol it ical  advocacy on SIDS issues at  the regional 
level ,  faci l i tate  SIDS-  SIDS cooperation and advance 
implementation of  the SAMOA Pathway in  a  coherent 

and effect ive manner.  In  this  regard,  the Meeting 
underscored the importance of  the role  of  the RCM 
as the natural  inst itutional  home for  a  system 
for  regular  review,  early  warnings and required 
reassessment/real ignment of  priorit ies ,  reporting 
and evaluation on the implementation of  the SIDS 
sustainable  development agenda.

 The Meeting took note of  the reform of  the 
UN regular  budget  cycle  and i ts  movement from a 
biennial  to  an annual  process ,  on tr ial  basis  beginning 
in  2020,  as  wel l  as  ongoing re-posit ioning of  the UN 
Development System.  In  this  regard,  the Meeting 
stressed that  these ongoing processes should not 
negatively  impact  the treatment  and priorit izat ion of 
SIDS sustainable  development priorit ies  and should 
rather form the basis  for  a  renewed partnership and 
framing within the UN system for  SIDS.

 The Meeting welcomed the publicat ion of 
the Findings of  the Comprehensive Review of  United 
Nations System Support  for  Small  Is land Developing 
States  prepared by the Joint  Inspection Unit  ( J IU) , 
and cal led for  continued work on the ful l  and effect ive 
implementation of  i ts  recommendations.
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Transforming economies 
and societies for sustained 
inclusive and equitable growth
 Poverty,  unemployment ,  and exclusion 
disproportionately  af fect  vulnerable  groups in 
the Caribbean,  with s ignif icant  income disparit ies 
across  the region and within countries .  This 
demands economic re-structuring from a human-
centered perspective that  helps  the region to 
remain competit ive .  Investments  in  appropriate 
education and ski l ls-bui lding are essential  to  expand 
human capabil i t ies  and support  the readiness  of 
young people  for  labour market  opportunit ies  that 
arise .  These investments  need to  be complemented 
by the creation of  opportunit ies  in  the labour 
market ,  a  large proportion of  which wil l  come from 
entrepreneurship and small  and medium enterprises , 
especial ly  in  many of  the SIDS where signif icant  parts 
of  the labour market  are informal  and/or dependent 
on SMEs.

 In  this  regard,  the Meeting stressed the 
importance of  expedit ing domestic  capital  formation 
and of  using capital  market  strategies  to  drive the 
creation of  and
 
expansion of  small  and medium enterprises  (SMEs) 
including youth and women’s  ownership of  SMEs to 

enable  more persons to  generate  jobs and promote 
entrepreneurship.

 The Meeting recognised the need to  advance 
progress  on the implementation of  the social  agenda 
elaborated in  the SAMOA Pathway which is  lagging 
behind.  The Meeting also took note of  the chal lenges 
in  addressing these issues posed by l imited f iscal 
space in  the region.

 The Meeting took note of  the value of 
implementing prudent  f iscal  management reforms 
that  would foster  more balanced public  f inances 
and result  in  improved sovereign credit  rat ings . 
The Meeting also noted the need to  incentivize  the 
partic ipation of  the private  sector  and cal led for  the 
support  of  International  Financial  Inst itutions for 
government led f iscal  reform efforts .  The Meeting 
welcomed init iat ives  on debt  restructuring,  debt 
forgiveness and innovative forms of  f inance including 
the debt  for  c l imate adaptation swap init iat ive 2.

 The Meeting took note of  the importance of 
the green economy,  the blue economy and creative 
and cultural  industries  as  means to  bui ld  resi l ience, 
foster  innovation and value chain creation as  wel l  as 
to  promote entrepreneurship and decent  jobs ,  in  the 
context  of  enhancing economic diversi f icat ion.  The 
Meeting also noted the need to  scale  up investment 
and enhance the enabling environment for  expanding 
renewable energy and energy ef f ic iency in  the region.

2Caribbean Regional  Preparatory Meeting on the Mid-Term Review (MTR) of the SIDS Accelerated Modal it ies 
of Act ion (SAMOA) Pathway,  Report  Prepared by ECLAC, 2018

USG 'Utoikamanu OHRLLS del ivers remarks on behalf of the UN Systems
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Building a sustainable and resilient 

Caribbean: confronting climate 

change and other environmental 

related stressors

 The meeting reaff irmed that  c l imate change 
is  one of  the greatest  chal lenges of  our t ime,  and 
acknowledged that  the impacts  of  c l imate change 
including sea level  r ise  continue to  pose a  s ignif icant 
threat  to Caribbean SIDS and their  efforts  to implement 
the SAMOA Pathway.  In  this  context ,  the Meeting 
reaff irmed the imperative of  l imit ing the increase 
in  average global  temperatures to  below 1.5 degrees 
Celsius  above pre-industrial  levels ,  as  championed 
by SIDS and took note of ,  the Declaration on Cl imate 
Change by the Heads of  State  and Government of 
CARICOM at  their  39th Regular  Meeting 3, in  order to 
assure their  continued survival  and viabi l i ty.  The 
Meeting recognized the responsibi l i ty  of  developed 
countries  to  take the lead in  c l imate act ion.

 The Meeting noted with concern that 
although the region’s  contribution to  the c l imate 
change problem was negl igible  i t  was being 
disproportionately  burdened with the f inancial  cost 
of  addressing i ts  negative and dangerous impacts .  In 
this  regard,  the Meeting took note of  the chal lenges 
inherent  in  accessing c l imate

 +change f inance,  including in  relat ion to  the need 
for  national  inst itutional  strengthening and capacity 
bui lding within and across  SIDS.  The Meeting also 
recognised and encouraged ongoing ef forts  for  the 
expedit ion and simpli f icat ion of  Green Cl imate 
Fund and other Environmental  Funds applicat ion 
processes with a  view to improving SIDS access  to 
f inance and cal led for  these to  be further  improved.

 The Meeting emphasized that  loss  and 
damage is  an integral  pi l lar  of  the Paris  Agreement 
and cal led for  the provision of  adequate support 
to  init iat ives  under the Warsaw International 
Mechanism (WIM) for  Loss  and Damage.  The Meeting 
also cal led for  support  to  enable  countries  to  submit 
loss  and damage proposals  to  the Green Cl imate 
Fund (GCF) and urged the international  community 
to  support  the CARICOM in i ts  drive to  recapital ize 
the Caribbean Catastrophe Risk Insurance Faci l i ty 
(CCRIF)  as  the premiere mechanism that  presently 
addresses loss  and damage,  in  the face of  more intense 
extreme weather events  exacerbated by c l imate 
change.  The Meeting underscored the importance 
of  support  being made avai lable  for  developing 
strategies  for  the f inancial  management of  disaster 
r isk in  SIDS,  and in  this  regard,  emphasized the 
importance of  low-cost ,  concessionary and long-
term f inancial  arrangements .  The Meeting cal led for 
the establ ishment of  a  global  disaster  fund for  SIDS 
to  bui ld  back better  after  natural  disasters .

3“Securing the Future of Our People”,  39th Regular Meeting of the Conference of Heads of Government of 
CARICOM, 4 -  6 July 2018 Montego Bay,  Jamaica

Moderator Dr.  Percival  Cho,  Bel ize
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 The Meeting stressed the need to  integrate 
the improved management of  environmental  issues 
outside of  c l imate change into the SAMOA Pathway. 
The l inkages between the chemical  waste  management 
regime,  and i ts  implications for  human health and 
social  wel l -being in  the region were highl ighted 
with a  request  for  further  work to  be done on these 
issues .  In  this  regard,  the Meeting cal led for  greater 
attention to  the generation and avai labi l i ty  of 
environmental  stat ist ics  to  inform decision-making 
at  a l l  levels .

 The Meeting considered the high levels 
of  biodiversity  in  the region and i ts  sensit ivity 
to  anthropogenic  pressures which undermine 
the capacity  of  ecosystems to  provide economic 
advantages in  the area of  eco-tourism services  as  wel l 
as  crit ical  natural  services  such as  barriers  against 
natural  hazards,  c l imate change adaptation options, 
renewable energy options,  f iber  communications, 
water  qual ity  and avai labi l i ty,  food security  and 
l ivel ihood support .  The Meeting welcomed the 
success  of  conservation measures taken in  Bel ize 
to  preserve the integrity  of  the Bel ize  barrier  reef 
system,  which is  a  UNESCO World Heritage s ite .

 The Meeting underscored i ts  support  for 
the principles  of  sustainable  consumption and 
production as  a  means of  addressing issues related to 

waste ,  chemicals ,  food,  energy,  sustainable  l i festyles 
and land management in  an integrated manner.  The 
Meeting welcomed init iat ives  on banning and or 
phasing out  the use of  s ingle-use plast ics  undertaken 
in  a  number of  countries  in  the region.

 The Meeting recognized that  reducing 
economic ,  social  and environmental  vulnerabi l i ty 
and bui lding the requisite  resi l ience requires  a 
s ignif icant  departure
 
from tradit ional  approaches and interventions, 
and should involve r isk assessments  through 
a  thorough analysis  of  communities ,  including 
detai ls  of  the most  vulnerable  areas in  terms 
of  productivity,  residences and infrastructure, 
fol lowed by a  recommended course of  r isk reduction 
measures .  In  this  regard,  the Meeting cal led on the 
UN system,  the special ized agencies  and relevant 
intergovernmental  organizations,  in  accordance with 
their  respective mandates ,  to  continue to  elaborate 
appropriate  indices  for  assessing the progress 
made in  the sustainable  development of  small 
is land developing States .  The Meeting stressed that 
these indices  should:  take better  account  of  SIDS 
vulnerabi l i t ies;  support  the elaboration of  pol ic ies 
and strategies  for  bui lding and sustaining long-
term resi l ience;  strengthen national  disaggregated 
data and information systems;  improve analytical 
capabil i t ies  for  decision-making,  and the tracking 

Caribbean SIDS Delegates
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of  progress;  and faci l i tate  the further  development 
and deployment of  Vulnerabi l i ty  Resi l ience Country 
Profi les  (VCRP),  across  Caribbean SIDS.

 The Meeting cal led for  an evaluation of  the 
World Bank Small  Is land States  Resi l ience Init iat ive 
in  terms of  bui lding c l imate and disaster  resi l ience 
in  SIDS and for  this  programme to be scaled up and 
expanded to  al l  Caribbean SIDS.  The Meeting cal led 
for  the development of  s imilar  resi l ience init iat ives 
to  be launched in  regional  development banks.

Achieving f inancial  and economic 

sustainability in the face of 

graduation,  adverse debt dynamics, 

de-risking,  and adverse impacts of 

climate change

 The Meeting noted that  the majority  of 
Caribbean SIDS have been classi f ied as  middle-
income countries ,  which greatly  l imits  their  access 
to  bi lateral  and mult i lateral  grants  and other 
concessional  funding.  Decreasing ODA continues 
to  hinder the progression of  the Caribbean’s 
development agenda This  categorization does not 

recognize the vulnerabi l i ty  of  Caribbean SIDS to 
c l imate change,  to  natural  disasters  and to  negative 
external  shocks considering their  extreme openness 
and size .  In  the circumstances ,  a  concerted ef fort 
must  be made to  focus the donors ,  partners  and the 
UN system on the acute f inancial  chal lenges faced 
by Caribbean SIDS to  meet  their  commitments  under 
the SAMOA Pathway and other global  mandates .  This 
implies  focusing on vulnerabi l i ty  as  a  key element 
in  accessing development assistance and in  offering 
debt  reduction through cl imate adaptation swaps 
and other mechanisms to  those Member States 
whose debt  burden l imit  their  capacity  to  adequately 
address  mit igation and adaptation strategies  to 
combat  the ef fect  of  natural  hazards and cl imate 
change.
 Withdrawal  of  correspondent  banking 
relat ionships and services  has negatively  impacted 
several  countries  and resulted in  an acute f inancial 
shock to  the region.  The Meeting noted with extreme 
concern the mult i tude of  direct  and indirect  impacts 
result ing from these measures which include:  impacts 
on human welfare and economic development ,  g iven 
the region’s  high dependence on foreign exchange; 
adverse ef fects  on init iat ives  aimed at  al leviat ion of 
poverty and inequality,  g iven decl ining remittances 
and their  mode of  del ivery;  and knock-on effects 
in  Tourism and other Economic Sectors;  as  wel l 
as  decreased access  to  credit  by Micro and Small 
Enterprises  (MSEs) .

Caribbean SIDS Delegates - Interact ive Discussions
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 In  this  regard,  the Meeting recognised 
the crit ical  role  of  the f inancial  services  sector  in 
promoting the sustainable  development of  Caribbean 
SIDS and cal led for  dedicated spaces for  SIDS in  the 
relevant  international  decision-making fora .  The 
Meeting also cal led on the regional  f inancial  services 
sector  to  advance a  new partnership with Caribbean 
SIDS in  support  of  their  sustainable  development 
priorit ies .  The Meeting cal led on the UN system 
and other relevant  agencies  to  increase advocacy 
to  enhance the profi le  and understanding of  SIDS 
issues in  the context  of  the international  f inancial 
inst itutions and other relevant  fora .

 The Meeting noted that  both natural  and man-
made disasters  have large and enduring economic 
ef fects  that  range from lost  income to the destruction 
of  physical  and human capital ,  infrastructure, 
and property.  The Meeting noted with concern the 
negative feedback loop created when governments 
borrow to f inance recovery only  to  be faced with 
the destruction wrought  by a  new extreme event .  In 
this  regard,  Governments  underscored that  whereas 
rebuilding provides a  temporary boost ,  indirect 

ef fects  can spread throughout  the economy and 
undermine investment ,  growth,  and macroeconomic 
performance.  Debt  dynamics  inevitably  worsen as 
governments  borrow to f inance recovery and growth 
slows.

 The Meeting expressed sol idarity  and support 
to  the is lands and communities ,  af fected in  the 2017 
hurricane season and reaff irmed their  commitment 
to  working together to  bui ld  back better  and in  a 
more resi l ient  way,  fol lowing the devastation caused 
by increasingly  intense and severe disasters .  They 
highl ighted the need to  bui ld  human resi l ience, 
establ ish early  warning systems and preventive 
measures ,  as  wel l  as  to  ensure the act ive engagement 
of  communities ,  especial ly  women,  in  the response, 
recovery and reconstruction process .  The Meeting 
underscored the importance of  establ ishing bui lding 
standards and taking other measures to  mit igate 
the impact  of  future extreme weather events  and 
accelerate  the rate  of  recovery.

 The partic ipants  highl ighted the need for  a 
response involving al l  partners ,  including regional 
organizations,  development partners ,  private  sector, 

Jamaican and St .  Lucian Delegat ions
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national  Governments  and civi l  society,  to  leverage 
comparative advantages for  bui lding resi l ience to 
disasters  in  highly  vulnerable  small- is land states ,  as 
extreme weather events  have added to  their  exist ing 
economic vulnerabi l i t ies .  The Meeting noted that 
the contribution of  the private  sector  would also 
be crit ical ,  of fering both resources and expertise 
and underscored the importance of  public  private 
partnerships in  this  regard.

 The Meeting cal led on the International 
Financial  Inst itutions (IFIs)  to  continue to  enhance 
their  cris is  preparedness and resi l ience frameworks 
and toolkits ,  including through exploring 
opportunit ies  for  appropriate  insurance solutions 
and extending advisory services  across  the Caribbean 
countries  and Overseas Territories .  The Meeting 
stressed the need for  post-disaster  responses and 
approaches that  are tai lored to  specif ic  country 
needs to  better  prepare for  and mit igate  the impact 
of  future disasters .  The Meeting underscored the 
importance of  information sharing amongst  SIDS to 
faci l i tate  disaster  r isk management .

34 bis .  The meeting acknowledged the support  of 

the UN Development System and agencies  in  disaster 
recovery ef forts .  The Meeting cal led for  strengthening 
the abi l i ty  of  the UN system to offer  to  continue to 
offer  this  support .

Strengthening institutions 
and enabling environments for 
a  people centred development
 Strengthening the public  health system, 
including at  the primary level  through expanding the 
viabi l i ty  of  basic  health-care services ,  is  essential  for 
improving health ,  l i fe  expectancy and related social 
and economic outcomes.  The r ise  in  NCDs that  many 
SIDS are experiencing is  associated with a  variety 
of  factors  including ageing and early  init iat ion 
of  unhealthy behaviors  with long-term healthy 
consequences ,  part icularly  during adolescents . 
Promoting healthy behaviors  at  early  ages is  part 
of  recognizing that  prevention of  NCDs is  the only 
long-term way to  address  the issue.  The Meeting 
also noted with concern the urgent  need to  address 

Guyana,  Curacao,  and Mr.  Douglas Slater,  Car ibbean Community (CARICOM)

S p e c i a l  E d i t i o n

13



adolescent  pregnancy,  reduce maternal  mortal i ty 
rates ,  and incidence of  chi ldhood obesity.  The Meeting 
underscored the importance of  addressing emerging 
issues related to  the spread of  Zika,  Chik V,  and the 
r is ing incidence of  cervical  cancer,  in  the Caribbean, 
noting that  these health issues also had a  negative 
impact  on economic productivity  throughout  the 
region.

 In  this  regard,  the Meeting stressed the 
importance of  improving access  to  basic  health-
care services  including for  maternal ,  newborn and 
chi ld  health and sexual  and reproductive health 
and to  reducing r isk factors  for  non-communicable 
diseases through the promotion of  healthy l i festyles 
among chi ldren and adolescents  through school 
programmes,  public  media ,  including ski l ls  to  resist 
tobacco use and other substance abuse,  healthy 
eating and affordable  nutrit ion,  movement and 
exercise ,  tax  measures on sugary drinks and al l  foods 
with added sugar and stress  management and mental 
health care .  The Meeting stressed the importance 
of  public  private  sector  partnerships to  assist  with 
f inancing of  the health system.

 The Meeting recognized the importance 
of  meaningful  mult i  stakeholder engagement in 
advancing the implementation of  the Samoa Pathway. 
The Meeting also cal led for  new social  compacts 
and other partnership modalit ies  to  enhance the 
engagement with civi l  society organizations,  academia 

and the private  sector  at  national ,  regional  and 
interregional  level .  The Meeting cal led for  enhanced 
implementation of  those resolutions already adopted 
at  the WHO in l ine with implementation of  health 
object ives  set  out  in  the SAMOA Pathway

 Special  reference was made to  the recent 
adoption of  the Regional  Agreement on Access  to 
Information,  Public  Part ic ipation and Just ice  in 
Environmental  Matters  in  Latin America and the 
Caribbean.
 

Towards A Programme for 
Implementation: Addressing 
Caribbean Challenges with 
Means of  Implementation
 In  def ining a  programme of  implementation 
for  the next  f ive  years ,  the Meeting emphasized the 
importance of  bui lding resi l ience in  al l  i ts  dimensions 
and identi f ied the fol lowing priority  areas for  act ion:

I .  Scale  up implementation of  trade and market 
integration processes to  advance Caribbean SIDS 
resi l ient  economic transformation and to  promote 
and enable  innovation and entrepreneurship to 
address  youth unemployment and public  and private 

Barbados and Bahamas Delegat ions
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sector  development;
I I .  Cal l  on the international  community  in 
consultat ion with national  and regional  inst itutions 
and other partners  to  support  Caribbean SIDS in  the 
scal ing up of  the use and deployment of  sustainable 
energy,  communication and transport  infrastructure 
for  the land,  marine and air ;  mainstreaming of  the 
SAMOA Pathway into national  development plans 
and programmes in  Caribbean SIDS;
II I .  Cal l  on the Caribbean Development Bank and 
ECLAC to establ ish a  Caribbean SIDS Public  Sector 
Investment  Programme Reform and Enhancement 
Init iat ive in  support  of  implementation and 
Resi l ience Building;
IV.  Cal l  on the UN System and international 
partners  to  support  capacity  strengthening for 
development and management of  coastal  zones and 
protected areas;
V.  Cal l  on the UN System to support  the use and 
inst itutional isat ion of  appropriate  tools  for  science-
based sustainable  natural  resources management;
VI .  Bui ld  partnerships with new global 
development partners  and mechanisms;
VII .  Cal l  on the World Bank to  produce an 
evaluation report  on the SISRI  at  the 2019 Spring 
meetings of  the Bretton Woods Institutions;
VIII .  Cal l  on the enhancement of  the SISRI  to 
include al l  Caribbean SIDS;  and cal l  on Caribbean-
focused regional  development banks to  develop 
and or  scale-up Caribbean SIDS specif ic  resi l ience 
bui lding init iat ives;

IX .  Cal l  on UNDESA in col laboration with the 
relevant  regional  inst itutions to  review and scale-
up development and deployment of  the Vulnerabi l i ty 
Resi l ience Country Profi le  methodology to  al l 
Caribbean SIDS;
X.  Cal l  on OHRLLS to  scale  up i ts  advocacy and 
resource mobil izat ion del ivery in  support  of  SIDS 
sustainable  development priorit ies;
XI .  Establ ish relat ions with new global  f inancial 
inst itutions with a  view to bui ld  the resi l ience of 
Caribbean SIDS;
XII .  Support  the development of  green, 
sustainable  ocean-based or  blue economies ,  and 
cultural  and creative industries  as  a  means to  bui ld 
resi l ience,  foster  innovation and entrepreneurship;
 
XIII .  Request  ECLAC to prepare an infrastructure 
gap report  on a  biennial  basis  in  support  of 
implementation of  the SAMOA Pathway;
XIV.  Support  the development of  national  social 
compacts  to  support  inclusive local  partnership 
dialogues towards the implementation of  the SAMOA 
Pathway;
XV.  Inst itute  national  and Caribbean SIDS Major 
Groups Mechanism as  vehicles  to  faci l i tate  non-
governmental  stakeholder inputs  to  pol icy  and 
programming processes;
XVI .  There is  a  need for  Caribbean SIDS cultural 
industries  promotion and cooperation framework 
that  ut i l ises  the experiences of  the Caribbean 
region’s  cultural  heritage and cultural  exposit ion 
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experiences including CARIFESTA;
XVII .  Promote the convening of  a  “Financial 
Services  Sectors  for  Caribbean SIDS Sustainable 
Development Forum” in  partnership with inst itutions 
such as  the Commonwealth;
XVIII .  Cal l  on CARICOM Secretariat  to  complete 
the CARICOM Environment and Natural  Management 
Pol icy  Framework,  as  one of  the main vehicles  for  the 
implementation of  the SIDS sustainable  development 
framework,  to  address  environmental  resi l ience 
bui lding and to  share experience with al l  Caribbean 
SIDS;
XIX.  Enhance technical  assistance and 
col laboration among Caribbean SIDS Universit ies  and 
regional  ocean-focused inst itutions to  research and 
address  new and emerging issues ,  such as  Sargassum;
XX.  Cal l  on the United Nations Environment 
and other regional  organizations to  support  the 
establ ishment of  a  framework init iat ive to  address 
Caribbean SIDS sustainable  consumption and 
production priorit ies  in  the SAMOA Pathway;
XXI .  Cal l  on the FAO,  PAHO,  WHO and UN system 
to escalate  support  to  Caribbean SIDS to  address 
the health ,  agricultural  and food chal lenges in  the 
Caribbean;
XXII .  Cal l  on the UN System for  enhanced support  for 
capacity  bui lding to  c ivi l  society  and NGOs including 
funding support  for  meaningful  part ic ipation in  the 
sustainable  development agenda;
XXIII .  Cal led on the UN System for  support  to 
Caribbean SIDS in  addressing issues pertaining to  the 
vulnerabi l i ty  of  young men to  gang-related violence, 
and to  address  national  security  concerns including 
in  relat ion to  i l l ic i t  drug trade and small  arms and 
l ight  weapons.
XXIV.  Cal l  on the UN system to disseminate relevant 
information on SIDS priorit ies  and SAMOA Pathway 
at  a l l  levels .

 The Meeting underscored the importance of 
national  ownership to  achievement of  sustainable 
development priorit ies ,  and the need for  strengthened 
enabling environments  at  national ,  regional  and 
global  levels  to  faci l i tate  greater  coherence in  and 
coordination of  support  to  national  priorit ies .  The 
Meeting discussed the importance of  enhancing 
access ,  modalit ies  and partnerships for  concessional 
f inance for  SIDS.  The Meeting recognized that  the 
SAMOA Pathway,  2030 Agenda
 
other sustainable  development agendas require 
increased effort  with regards to  Caribbean SIDS r
elevant  data  generation,  access ,  and monitoring;  and 
stat ist ics  .  The Meeting underscored the importance 
of  local iz ing the global  sustainable  development 
agenda.

Cross cutting issues for 
implementation
I .  Cal l  on ECLAC to strengthen the Regional 
Coordinating Mechanism to be able  to  monitor 
implementation of  act ions cal led for  in  this 
Declaration and elaborated in  the SIDS Sustainable 
Development Agenda;
II .  Strengthen national  stat ist ical  systems 
to  support  the monitoring and evaluation of  the 
implementation of  the Samoa Pathway
III .  Develop and enhance inst itutional  modalit ies 
for  the faci l i tat ion of  SIDS SIDS cooperation
IV.  Encourage knowledge transfer  platforms 
for  SIDS-SIDS cooperation and col laboration using 
exist ing regional  ICT platforms
V.  Request  the UN system to increase the global 
social izat ion of  the SIDS agenda
VI .  Promote SIDS-SIDS cooperation on best-
practices  in  resi l ience bui lding,  including in  the 
context  of  developing appropriate  bui lding-codes.

Conclusions
 The meeting expressed i ts  appreciat ion to 
UNDESA,  UNOHRLLS and UNECLAC for  their  continued 
support  to  Caribbean SIDS in  the implementation 
of  the SAMOA Pathway.  The Meeting also thanked 
regional  organisations,  partner agencies  and 
stakeholders  partic ipating in  the meeting,  for  their 
contributions and for  their  continued support .

 The meeting expressed i ts  gratitude and 
appreciat ion to  the Government of  Bel ize  for  ably 
hosting the Caribbean Regional  Preparatory Meeting 
for  the Midterm Review of  the SAMOA Pathway.

ENDS.
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